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Short breaks Granite Belt

as 0
and roses
amid the hillg

THE Granite Bell, I ammformed, has
more BE&Bs 2 hectare than anywhere
elze in Australia falthough T suspect
Muonlville runs pretty eloae). | think |
must have stayed in 70 per cent ol
them aver the vears, but ['ve never
Deen anywhere quite like 'Twisked
G, at the southern end of this
districl in Ballandsan. : :
From the outside theve™s nothing

Alash abautit, although the drive from

the gale to the cottage goes past a
huge lake and the roses al the erad of

| where vines grow over the lintel, is a
i perfect place to have breakfast or an
- afternoon drink,

You might wonder what the inside

- would be like, but here is the big

surprise. Michelle and Tim Coell have
restored it to 3 simple elegance —
nothing faney, bt clean, comfortable
and roomy, with watercolours and

- pencil drawings by Michelle®s #

grandfather and great-grandfather
adorning the walls.
Although there were only lwo of us

DRIVE RIGHT IM: The Twisted
Gum vineyard at Ballandean.

Worndswerth might have said, The
ever-changing colours of the seasons
are whal makes the Granite Belt so
altractive, and now that the poppies of
Red November are almost over, as
well ay the buttercups veal i riots
of purple wildflowers, and the red tips
of new growth on the gums, all set
against the familiar brooding grey of
the great granile rocks and the dull



Days ot wine
and roses
amid the hills

You do the cooking, but it's a pleasure at this
Granite Belt bolthole, writes Alison Cotes

THE Granite Belt, [ am informed, has
more B&BS a hectare than anywhere
else in Australia (although | suspect
Montville puns pretty closel, Ethink I
must have staved in 70 per cent of
them overthe years, but I've never
been anywhere guite ke Twisted
Gum, at the southern end of this
district in Ballandean.

From the outside there s nothing
flash about it, although the drive from
the gate Lo the cottage goes past a
huge lake and the roses at the end of
each row of vines are going berserk in
their summer heanty.

The cottage itself was built in the
159200 as a simple house far the
manager, and it looks like it, with
stucco walls and rooms adided
haphazardly as the family grew.

A big, wide veranda al the front,

FREE HOLIDAY FUN!

An unforgetable holiday deal
at Novotel Twin Waters Resort

sge of our Y p

g porades
for bookings in February and

March 2011.

Advantage Plus me
further 10% off these rates.

BOOK NOW CALL 1800 072 277

Email stay@twinwatersresort.com.au
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WINMING WINES: A Twisted Gum white.

Wish you were here

Getting there

Ballandean is asmall villags
about three hours south of
Brisbane along the
CunningharmeMew England
Highewzy, two hours from
Tooweomibza [follow the
signs to Warwick and head
south to the Granite Belt),
and 20 minutes south of
Stanthorpe. Turn right into
Eukey Bdimmediatsly past
the dincsaur stalue,

Staying there
Twisted Gum Vineyard, 2271
Eukey Bd, Eallandzan,

Ph 4684 1282, email
info@twistedgum.com.au;
visit
www.twistedgum.com.au

Tariff $240 a night for four
cuests; extra guests $30a
night. Minirmum twe-night
stay. Accommodation only -
meals are self-catering, oul
continental breakfast
baskets are avallable for $15
aperson, Mo pets, no
smoking, but childnan
weloome,

Doing there

Bushiwalking or simighy
mucking araund in
Girrenareen and Sundown
Mational Farks, axploring
fond outlets, esnecially fresh
frisit and wineries.

For morea infermation
ahout what to do, check
www.granitebelt
winecountry.com.au
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where vines grow over the linlel, isa
perfect place to have hreakfast or an
alternoon drink.

Yo might wonder what the inside
would be like, but hereisthebig
surprize. Michelleand Tim Coelli have
restored it to a simple elegance -
nothing fancy, but clean, comfortable
and roomy, with watercolours and
pencil drawings by Michelle's
grandfather and great-grandfather
adorning the walls

Although there were only two of us
staving, the house is set up for six, with
two double bedrooms and one twin,
and there’s a big separate dining room
as well as a roomy kilchen. A
playroom extends the length of the
house, and there’s a very civilized
living room for the grown-ups, Two
bathrooms, including an enswite for
the main hedroom_ mean there®s no
fighting lor the shower, and the beds
are extremely comfortable.

Aword of warning, though - it's niot
a bed-and-breakfast, but fully self-
catering, so although there’s plenty of
tea, real coffee, some cooking ail and
conidiments, take all your own tucker
hecause vou won't want to drive the
Skm every night to dine at some of
Ballandean’s fancy restaurants, such
as Shiraz and Masons.

The kitchen 1s so well equipped that

. cooking is a pleasure.

Ifvou dont want to cook the first

| night, though, stop at the Big Apple at

the northern end of the Granile Belt
and pick up some of its genuine
homemade [talian pasta sauce and
some good mocchi, and don’t forgel
to pick up some of the house-made
gelati — the turkish delight flavour is
fantastic and the strawberry gelati is
oo enough for a Roman emperor.
And remember, the Strawherry Fields
are open for DIY or pre-picked berries.
‘When vou reach the cottage (stop at
Tim and Michelle's pole house to be
escorted and shown around), you're
sure to be visited by the mad family

- pooch Cazs, but don® let him in the

house, although he'll love plaving
outside with the kids, and will

| accompany you on @ walk in the bush.

Lauren, the family's charming six-

| year-old, is happy to be vour guide,

| and now that she's learnt the trick of

| holding a buttereup under your chin to
| seeif you like butler, she'll probably

trv it out, because the Granite Belt is
covered in them at the moment, beside
the lake, henesath the trees, fluttering
and dancing in the bresze, as

DRIVE RIGHT IM: The Twisted
Gum vineyard at Ballandean.

Wordsworth might have said. The

| ever-changing colours of the seasons

are what makes the Granite Belt so

| attractive, and now that the poppies of

Red Movember ane almast over, as
well as the buttercups vou'll find riots
of purple wildflowers, and the red tips
of new growth on the gums, all set
against the familiar brooding grey of
the great granite rocks and the dull
olive of the bush,

If playving bushrangers among the
granite boulders on the property
doesn't satisfy the kids, it's onhya
short drive to Girraween National
Park, and if vou want to make this an
educational trip for you as well ag the
kids, drive the few kilomelres south of
the border and visit Tenterfield, the
home of Federation, where Henry
Parkes made the Famous Tenterheld
Oiration that began the movement
that united the states, so that you no
longer have Lo pay taxes when
crossing state borders, There's a
wonderful museum display with a full-
sized photographic reproduction of
this occasion, the bushy whiskers and
leanine beards of our Founding
Fathers showing just how important
they were and why their decisions
should never be questionad.

Easier on the brain, and less
ethically taxing, is a visit to a vineyard
or twoin the area - Ballandean has
thousands of them, but you may prefer
ta stay in the cottage and sample the
Coelhs” own label, Twisted Gum,
which izn’t at all bad, Their 2009
cabernet sauvignon was awarded &
silver medal at the Australian Small
Winemakers Show.

There’s a fres bottle for guests, and

| if yom buy three bottles, you get them

for half price, T asked for the driest
white they had, and after a few sips
pronounced ib delicicus, with a hint of
fresh-mown grass, and then they told
me it was a chardonnay, a grape that
has never passed my lips in 20 vears,
They don’t have a cellar door — their
sales are to restaurants or onling,

Talking of food and drink, we
stopped on the way home as usual at
suttons Juice Factory and Cidery,
where Dave has recentlv added to his
range a delicious apple and strawherry
juice —the perfiect holiday drink for
teetotallers, teenagears or even for
those who just want a break from besr
and wine
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